
THE VOCATION AND MISSION OF THE FAMILY IN THE 
CHURCH AND CONTEMPORARY WORLD 

 
Catholic bishops are due to meet again in Rome in October 2015 to address important issues 

affecting the Family. The proposed agenda for this upcoming synod, and 46 associated 

questions, are already compiled in a Vatican document known as the Lineamenta .  If you 

cannot access the document online, printed copies of the document can be requested from 

the Parish Secretary. 

The Lineamenta document gives the background to the bishops’ intended agenda for 

October, and finishes with 46 questions for discussion. It is not expected that everyone will 

want to respond on all of them, but some may be of special interest just now e.g. Q 38 on 

pastoral practice in relation to people who are divorced and remarried; Q40 on the pastoral 

care of people with homosexual orientations. 

All parishes in the diocese have been invited to submit a response to the Lineamenta 

document before the end of the March.  Our Pastoral Council would like to hear now from 

members of the parish on the subject of the family and the upcoming 2015 synod of 

Catholic bishops. What do you most want to say on these matters? If you have any hope or 

expectation for the 2015 Family synod in Rome?  What is it exactly? Are there particular 

questions in the Lineamenta that you have especially strong feelings about? If so, why is 

that? 

If you do wish to respond, please do not delay in writing back to us. Irish bishops have a 

deadline to respond to Rome with feedback from their people of April 2015, so the sooner 

we can receive, read and process your response the better. Response options: 

1. Response via email to stfiniansparish@gmail.com 

2. By ordinary post to:  PPC re Family Synod, c/o Parish Secretary, St Finians Parish, River 

Valley.  

If you find the Lineamenta questions impossible to respond to, this in itself is important for 

us to know, so please tell us. 
 

http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/synod/documents/rc_synod_doc_20141209_lineamenta-xiv-assembly_en.html
mailto:stfiniansparish@gmail.com

